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Equal Campaign Newsletter – 1. 30 June 2021 
Welcome to the first of our regular newsletters about the Campaign and 

related issues in the Church of England and other churches. Our focus is very 

much on our aims, which are simple: 

 We believe that same-sex couples should be able to be married in Church 

of England parishes. 

 We believe that people in such marriages should have the same 

opportunities for lay and ordained ministry in the Church of England as 

anyone else. 

 We believe that the consciences of everyone should be protected – no 

member of the clergy should be forced to conduct a marriage they 

disagree with. No member of the clergy should be prevented from 

celebrating a marriage involving a same-sex couple. 

Achieving these is going to take time and the support of many people, and we 

are committed to that journey towards a more inclusive and welcoming Church 

of England. This simple change will be a big step towards the C of E being a 

healthier and happier place for all of us; it will enable us to witness more fully 

to the love of God in Jesus that we have found and want to live out in the world 

around us. 

Please do share this newsletter with others and speak about the Campaign in 

your church. Pray for the work of the Campaign regularly, and if you would like 

us to pray for you do drop us a line via the above email address or through our 

website Contact form (https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/about/contact/). We 

are also happy to provide speakers for church groups and Deanery meetings. 

Do be in touch if you’d like us to join you. 

Nigel Pietroni 

Chair, The Campaign for Equal Marriage in the Church of England 
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The Bishop of Liverpool stands up for Equal Marriage 
The Rt Revd Paul Bayes, Bishop of Liverpool, giving the keynote address on 27 

June at the national conference of MoSAIC, has spoken out clearly in favour of 

equal marriage and full inclusion and affirmation of LGBTQIA+ people in the 

Church of England. For more details see https://cofe-equal-

marriage.org.uk/the-bishop-of-liverpool-stands-up-for-equal-marriage/. 

This is the first time that a serving diocesan bishop has broken ranks to call for 

a genuinely radical Christian inclusion and an end to the Church’s 

discrimination against LGBTQIA+ people. Let’s hope and pray other bishops will 

have the courage to do likewise – that could be a real breakthrough. 

Living in Love and Faith 
Hopefully you will have received an email inviting you to attend one of the 

Living in Love and Faith workshops we are running for supporters. They are 

intended as an introduction to the materials so that supporters can understand 

what we think about them and the major issues that exist. It is hoped that 

those who go on to attend the LLF course that is being run in some parishes 

and places will be better informed and more able to challenge the underlying 

assumptions. We are also asking people to feed back into the Next Steps group 

which will be helping to shape the overall response to the process and any 

materials presented by the bishops to General Synod in 2022. 

The dates are Tuesday 6 July and Tuesday 13 July from 19:30 to 21:30. The 

sessions are free of charge, but you have to book via Eventbrite. Places are 

limited, so it’s best to book soon if you want to come. 

For more information please see https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/event-an-

inclusive-introduction-to-living-in-love-and-faith/. 

The LLF feedback site for those who have already taken part in some 

discussions or read the LLF book or other materials is at 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith/contact-living-

love-and-faith-next-steps-group. 
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General Synod Elections 
Nic Tall, a member of the Equal Organizing Group, is also co-ordinating the 

campaign to get progressive voices elected to General Synod in the coming 

elections. He writes: 

General Synod elections are nearly upon us, and with Living in Love and 

Faith one of the main items before Synod it is important that we elect 

inclusive candidates. Ultimately any change to the rules in the C of E will 

need to be passed by General Synod, so having inclusive candidates 

willing to stand is essential. 

Would you be willing to stand for General Synod? Do you know someone you 

could encourage to stand? You can find out more at www.inclusive-synod.org 

or by contacting Nic Tall at synod@inclusive-church.org. Nic is also organising 

the national partnership of Inclusive Church organisations for these elections, 

and would like to hear from anyone interested in standing. He can offer 

support and advice to candidates, provide a copy of the Candidates Guide to 

these elections and connect you with other inclusive candidates in your area. 

Nominations open at the end of July and voting is in September, so now is the 

time to consider if this how you can help the C of E to become more inclusive. If 

we don’t have inclusive candidates we won’t have an inclusive General Synod. 

There will also be a list of Supported Candidates who have signed up to an 

inclusivity statement which will be issued once voting opens. This will be sent 

out to the Equal mailing list. If you are able to vote in these elections do look 

out for the Supported Candidates list in September. 

Letter to Bishop Sarah Mullally 
As you may know, a priest in the Diocese of London was recently subject to a 

Clergy Discipline Measure complaint as a result of his acting as advocate for a 

young woman driven from her church for her sexuality. The case attracted a lot 

of comment in the local media and on social media, and as a result the priest, 

who was forthright in his defence of her and challenge to the diocese, was 

accused of bullying and intimidation. 

Equal wrote to Bishop Sarah questioning the process and expressing concern at 

the way he was being treated for standing up for a vulnerable young woman, 
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and also questioning the safeguarding of all LGBTQIA+ people in churches 

across the diocese. The complaint has now been dismissed and the priest 

cleared. Nonetheless members of Equal will be meeting with Bishop Sarah to 

discuss this incident and also to speak with her about her role as Chair of the 

Next Steps group looking at the outcome of the LLF process. We will keep you 

informed as to the outcome of this meeting. 

The Methodist Church 
The Methodists have been voting on their own proposals about marriage and 

relationships in their report ‘God in Love Unites us’ 

(www.methodist.org.uk/MandR19/). The final results show that 29 out of a total 

of 30 synods are in favour of the proposals, which include allowing same-sex 

marriage in Methodist churches. Their General Assembly is currently 

considering these results at its meeting in Birmingham and a vote will be taken 

on Wednesday 30 June. Please pray for them. 

The Church of Scotland 
in May 2021 the General Assembly voted 319 to 217 to approve draft legislation 

that would allow ministers of word and sacrament, and deacons, to marry 

same-sex couples if they wish. The legislation includes safeguards in 

accordance with Section 9 (1A) of the Marriage (Scotland) Act. 

The legislation has now been passed to presbyteries for further consideration. 

The presbyteries have until 31 December to express their views to the Principal 

Clerk and a report will be submitted to the 2022 General Assembly. 

If a majority of presbyteries back the draft legislation and it is agreed by next 

year's General Assembly, it will become church law in Scotland only. Ministers 

and deacons will be able to apply for a licence to become authorised celebrants 

for same-sex marriage ceremonies. 

Ordinations across the country 
As you will be aware ordinations are taking place across the country at this 

time, and many of those being ordained are LGBTQIA+. Please keep all those 

being ordained in your prayers and join us in praying that their ministries will 

be exercised in a truly safe and welcoming Church for all. 
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If you would like to be more involved in the work of Equal then please do not 

hesitate to be in touch with us. 

Andrew Foreshew-Cain 

Organizing Group Member 

The Campaign for Equal Marriage in the Church of England 

You have been sent this newsletter because you signed up as a Supporter of the Equal 

Campaign and thereby consented to receive relevant emails. 


