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Equal Campaign Newsletter – 2. 3 September 2021 
Welcome to the second of our irregular newsletters to keep you up to date with 

events and news about the Campaign and related issues. All the newsletters 

can be downloaded from https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/ex. 

Please do share this newsletter with others and speak about the Campaign in 

your church. If you would like to be more involved in the work of Equal, do get 

in touch with us through our website Contact form (https://cofe-equal-

marriage.org.uk/about/contact/). 

Since the June newsletter there have been several interesting and positive 

developments around marriage equality ‒ from the Methodist Church of Great 

Britain, to the Church in Wales, to the Lutheran Church in Germany and the 

French Protestant Church. Read on! 

Equal on BBC One’s ‘Sunday Morning Live’ 
We have been contacted by BBC One 

to invite us to take part in a 

discussion on whether faith groups in 

Great Britain need to become more 

inclusive to members of the 

LGBTQIA+ community. 

This is sparked off by the fact that on 

6 September the Church in Wales (which is of course separate from the Church 

of England) is considering a measure to allow same-sex couples to have their 

civil partnership or wedding blessed by the Church (see later item).  

We’re naturally delighted to have been asked to contribute to this discussion. 

Andrew Foreshew-Cain, one of the founders of Equal and a Church of England 

priest who is married to his partner Stephen, will be speaking on our behalf. 
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This episode of ‘Sunday Morning Live’ is on 5 September from 10.00 to 11.00, 

with this segment expected to start at about 10.30. The episode details are at 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000zgn0, and the programme will be 

available on iPlayer soon after it has been broadcast. 

Help us to grow! 
Most of you reading this newsletter will have received it by email because 

you’re signed up Supporters of the Equal Campaign – and that’s great! At the 

moment we have nearly 500 verified Supporters. It’s a good start, but we know 

there are far more lay and ordained Anglicans out there who share our 

inclusive vision and long for the Church to embrace equal marriage. Over 2000 

people signed our Open Letter to the House of Bishops in 2019, and far more 

than that could well have done if they’d known about it. 

So please, if you’re an Equal Supporter, tell your friends and 

others in your church about the Campaign, and encourage 

them to think about signing up as Supporters – see 

https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/XH (QR scannable code 

above right). And if you’re not yet a Supporter, please become one! 

What about your church? If it’s inclusive, why not propose to the PCC (or similar 

body) that they should sign the church up as an organizational Supporter? 

It’s the same procedure as for individual Supporters. 

Living in Love and Faith workshops 
We are continuing to run our Living in Love and Faith workshops for 

Supporters. After a short summer break the next workshop will be divided into 

two evening sessions, on Tuesday 12 October and Tuesday 19 October from 

19:30 to 21:30. The sessions are free of charge, but you have to book via 

Eventbrite. Places are limited, so it’s best to book soon. 

For more information please see https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/Vw. 

General Synod Elections 
General Synod elections are nearly upon us, and with Living in Love and Faith 

being one of the main items before Synod we must elect inclusive candidates. 

Ultimately any change to the rules in the C of E will need to be passed by 
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General Synod, so having inclusive candidates elected now is crucial. The next 

five years are likely to be lively! 

In most dioceses nominations are now closed, but Nic Tall of Inclusive Synod 

(synod@inclusive-church.org and https://www.inclusive-synod.org) is still able 

to offer support and advice to candidates and connect you with other inclusive 

candidates in your area. The voting period is three weeks, from 17 September 

to 8 October. 

Once voting opens, a list of Supported Candidates who have signed up to an 

inclusivity statement will be circulated widely and sent out to all Equal 

Supporters. If you are able to vote in these elections do read the list carefully, 

bear it in mind as you choose who to vote for – and share it with other electors.  

The Methodist Church embraces marriage equality 
On 30 June 2021 the Methodist Conference voted, by an overwhelming 

majority, to allow the marriage of same-sex couples in Methodist churches and 

by Methodist ministers. It is hoped that the first weddings of same-sex couples 

in Methodist churches will happen very soon – this autumn. 

For a full account of this momentous change, see our news item about it at 

https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/fb. 

The Equal Campaign is of course delighted by this, and we rejoice with our 

Methodist brothers and sisters who have worked long and hard to achieve it – 

in particular our sister organization Dignity and Worth. We issued a press 

statement and sent a letter to the Church Times. 

This development will inevitably have significant consequences for the Church 

of England, which is linked with the Methodist Church by the Anglican–

Methodist Covenant as well as by many Local Ecumenical Partnerships (LEPs) 

between the two churches (and sometimes also with another denomination). 

The Church in Wales – marriage blessing? 
The Church in Wales Governing Body will be meeting on 6 September 2021 to 

consider allowing the blessing of same-sex marriages and civil partnerships. 

The full document can be seen here. 

In September 2018, the Governing Body indicated by informal poll its 

agreement with the Welsh Bishops that “it is pastorally unsustainable for the 
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Church to make no formal provision for those in same gender [sic] 

relationships”. The bill is the outcome of the bishops’ deliberations and 

proposes a liturgy for use in those churches which want to bless same-sex 

marriages and civil partnerships.  

It is unclear if it will pass. Many LGBTQIA+ members of the Church in Wales are 

opposed to the measure, finding it unacceptably half-hearted as same-sex 

couples would still be treated unequally; and as usual conservative 

evangelicals, who are growing in influence in Wales with the spread of HTB-style 

churches, are organising to block it. Understandably the bishops are reported 

to be nervous, and if the bill does pass it is not clear whether it will prove to be 

a stepping-stone to equal marriage or a side-track that leads away from full 

equality. When the Scottish bishops proposed a similar measure a number of 

years ago, the LGBTQIA+ community successfully blocked it, for similar reasons. 

German Lutheran bishop apologizes to LGBTQIA+ people 
The presiding bishop of the Berlin-Brandenburg Lutheran Church, Bishop 

Christian Stäblein, has apologized to LGBTQIA+ people for the ways in which 

the Church has stigmatized and harmed them in the past. “We excluded them 

and made them pariahs,” he said, and behind all this was a theology that 

denied LGBTQIA+ people “their rightful place as children of God in the image of 

God”. 

Same-sex couples have been able to marry in most provinces of the German 

Lutheran Church since 2017, and LGBTQIA+ ministers are no longer 

discriminated against. 

More discussion at https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/gr. 

The United Protestant Church of France blesses 
the marriage of a same-sex couple 

The United Protestant Church of France legalized the blessing of same-sex 

married couples in 2015, but it was not until this year that the first such 

blessing took place of a same-sex clergy couple. On 24 July 2021 the marriage 

of two lesbian ordinands, Emeline Daudé and Agnès Kaufmann, was blessed by 

the French Protestant Church. (Under French law all weddings are civil 

ceremonies.) 

For full details see our news item at https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/iH. 
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Equal and MoSAIC become partners 
The Campaign for Equal Marriage in the Church of England and MoSAIC 

(Movement of Supporting Anglicans for an Inclusive Church) have joined 

together in a new working partnership. 

MoSAIC (https://mosaic-anglicans.org/) works with a wide range of inclusive and 

campaigning organisations in the Church of England and shares with us the 

belief that God is calling the Church of England to acknowledge and celebrate 

the marriages of LGBTQIA+ people in its churches and in the ministry of 

ordained married clergy.  

We hope that this new partnership will strengthen the movement for wider 

inclusion within the Church of England as it brings together progressive and 

inclusive organisations working on a wide range of issues into a single space 

where we can encourage and support each other in the task that lies ahead. 

New article on our website 
Francis Spufford, Professor of Creative Writing at Goldsmiths and also a prize-

winning novelist and author, has written a fascinating and useful article entitled 

‘How I changed my mind about same-sex marriage’. It is an engaging 

personal story and also a persuasive argument. 

The Church’s current dispute about who can get married is the latest example 

of a process that has gone on throughout Christian history, right back to New 

Testament times. Change comes about when the Church realizes that an 

existing rule conflicts with an important principle. In the end, the principle wins 

and the rule is either set aside or revised. 

Read the full article at https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/hM. 

Living in Love and Faith extended 
At the meeting of the Next Steps Group of bishops in July, a decision was made 

– and agreed by the archbishops – to extend the period for receiving responses 

to the LLF materials until April 2022. Apparently parishes and dioceses have not 

been engaging with the resources – due to Covid, according to the bishops, 

rather than the sense of desperate boredom and dissatisfaction with the 

material that some might think was likely to be the case. 
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We have been promised that “Despite this extension, there will be a clear sense 

of direction about a way forward by November 2022” for the meeting of 

General Synod. One useful (for the archbishops) consequence of this delay will 

be that any published way forward will come after the delayed Lambeth 

Conference which is now planned for late July and early August 2022. 

LLF: The construction of contemporary ‘texts of terror’ 
Alex Clare-Young (they/them) is a minister in the United Reformed Church (URC) 

and was part of the LLF Co-ordinating Group from February 2019 following the 

resignation of the Revd Tina Beardsley. 

Alex has published a long and scholarly article on that experience in which they 

critique the failure of the LLF process to fully engage with and hear from 

LGBTQIA+ people. They show how this failure contributes to the creation of 

new ‘texts of terror’ that harm LGBTQIA+ people. The article offers a useful 

insight into the inequalities of power and lack of understanding that lie at the 

heart of the Church of England’s process and flawed engagement with 

LGBTQIA+ people’s lives. Read it on Alex’s blog at 

https://alexclareyoung.co.uk/2021/08/06/living-in-love-and-faith-the-

construction-of-contemporary-texts-of-terror/. 

Andrew Foreshew-Cain and Phil Gardner 

Organizing Group Members 

The Campaign for Equal Marriage in the Church of England 

You have been sent this newsletter because you signed up as a Supporter of the Equal 

Campaign and thereby consented to receive relevant emails. 


