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Welcome to the third of our irregular 

newsletters to keep you up to date with 

events and news about the Campaign and related issues. All the newsletters 

can be downloaded from https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/ex. 

Please do share this newsletter with others and speak about the Campaign in 

your church. If you would like to be more involved in the work of Equal, do read 

https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/54 or get in touch with us through our 

website Contact form (https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/about/contact/). 

Thank you for your support over the last few months. We have seen a steady 

growth in the number of people signing up to support the Campaign. There is a 

long journey ahead, but we are more confident than ever that change is coming. 

Wider support for marriage equality 
One of the challenges facing us is that most people don’t realise the C of E is 

still blocking marriage equality and that LGBTQIA+ people are actively 

discriminated against. It was helpful therefore that in January The Guardian 

published an editorial that came out strongly in favour of same-sex marriage in 

church and called on the Church of England to follow the example of our fellow 

Anglican churches in Scotland (the Scottish Episcopal Church) and Wales (the 

Church in Wales). Read about it at https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/pL. 

The recently retired Bishop of Liverpool, Paul Bayes, a long-

standing ally and friend to our cause, has said “I do not want 

to die in a church that will not marry same-sex couples”. Read 

about it at https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/r1. Please 

pray for the bishops to have the courage of their beliefs and 

speak out openly in public. 

★ NEW ★ 
Campaign Action 

Tell the Bishops 
See page 2 
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Dame Diana Johnson (MP for North Hull) also raised the issue in the House of 

Commons in January, saying: “… by looking at what is happening in Wales and in 

Scotland, where there are blessings for lesbian and gay marriages, that shows 

the Church’s acceptance and understanding about all households and families 

in this country. It would be a very good measure for the Church [of England] to 

introduce sooner rather than later.” 

Living in Love and Faith 
Which brings us neatly to LLF, which is still slowly grinding its way through the 

C of E. The consultation for the process ends on 30 April 2022, so we have less 

than two months to get as many progressive voices as possible to be heard to 

call for change. We are told that the majority of the bishops on the ‘Next Steps’ 

group are looking for some progress, but they do need a clear message from 

the wider Church. 

Please do fill out the LLF survey (https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LLFcourse) and 

consider also sending a letter or email to your bishop(s) with your views. Encourage 

others to do so as well – and if each of us could get three others to engage in a 

positive way then we will be showing a strong case for change. Many of the 

questions are focused on the LLF Course, but you can still do the survey if you 

haven’t done the Course. Tell the bishops what you want to see and why you think it 

is important for the C of E to recognise marriage equality. 

Equal Campaign Action: Tell the Bishops 
We recognise that it’s not that easy to do the stuff recommended in that last 

paragraph (in italics). So the Campaign has designed and launched a Campaign 
Action to guide you through the process. Please read about it at 

https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/campaign-action-tell-the-bishops/, then click 

the ‘Start the Action’ button to take part. 

If you can join this Action, you will be helping to make a significant impact on 

the thinking of the House of Bishops. The more of us who do this, the greater 

the impact. Please, pray about it and do it! 

Help us to grow! 
Please, if you’re an Equal Supporter, tell your friends and others in your church 

about the Campaign, and encourage them to think about signing up as 
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Supporters – see https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/XH. And if you’re not yet 

a Supporter, please become one! 

What about your church? If it’s inclusive, why not propose to the PCC (or similar 

body) that they should sign the church up as an organizational Supporter? 

It’s the same procedure as for individual Supporters. 

Fundraising for the Campaign 
The Campaign is run entirely by volunteers, and we operate with very limited 

funds. Every page of our website 

(https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/) now has a 

‘Donate’ button so you can make donations to 

support our work and enable us to expand it. If you 

can help in this way it will be much appreciated. 

Modern Church Conference – July 2022 
Modern Church’s annual conference this year is called Living in Faith, Hope, 
and Love. It will provide constructive theological approaches to the chosen 

themes of LLF (‘identity, sexuality, relationships, marriage’), and make good 

some of its omissions (e.g., gender, history, ‘abusive theology’). This looks great! 

Read about it at https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/sF. 

LGBT History Month – Archbishops’ Statement 
The Archbishops issued a statement welcoming ‘LGBT history month’ (which 

falls in February in the UK). Equal issued a press release welcoming it – see 

https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/pT – but also pointing out that: 

In saying “Let us commit to building communities” of God’s 

unconditional love, the archbishops recognize that the Church of 

England does not yet fulfil the statement’s vision of inclusion and 

acceptance of all, and strongly imply that we need to pray and 

work for change. And there is indeed much work to be done, as the 

Church’s current practice is far from accepting, let alone affirming. 

General Synod Elections 
As many of you will know, last year there were elections to the General Synod 

of the Church of England. One of our team, Nic Tall, was instrumental in 

working with progressive organisations in the C of E to get advocates for the 
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Campaign to be elected. The results seem to show that both conservatives and 

progressives did well and that it was the middle ground, those who expressed 

no strong opinion, that lost ground. There has been a definite increase in 

progressive voices – though not yet to the level to secure the necessary two-

thirds majority to bring about real change. 

The first meeting of the new Synod took place 

in November 2021. It was marked by a 

powerful silent protest by LGBTQIA+ 
members and allies in response to the 

handling of the proposed criminalisation of 

the LGBTQIA+ community in Ghana by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury (see 

https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/op for 

the background). 

God Knows I’m Gay 
On 12 February 2022 this superb radio programme was broadcast on BBC 

Radio 4. 

God Knows I’m Gay is a must-listen programme for everyone who wants to 

understand the experiences and reflections of a now openly gay priest in the 

Church of England. The Revd Dr Joel Love is interviewed along with the Revd 

Sarah Jones, the Rt Revd Cherry Vann (Bishop of Monmouth), and the Revd 

Jeremy Pemberton. Details, and a link to listen or download the audio file, are at 

https://cofe-equal-marriage.org.uk/b/s0. 

Andrew Foreshew-Cain and Phil Gardner 

Organizing Group Members 
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